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IMPROVING POWER
SECTOR PLANNING

Improving RE Planning Data and Tools

Promoting higher amounts of renewable energy requires the improved availability and quality of RE data 
and tools for analysis, including technical and economic potential, RE zones, and grid integration studies.

USAID Clean Power Asia works to promote renewable energy (RE) in Lower Mekong countries 
by collecting and documenting data, identifying tools, supporting RE analysis and planning, and 
increasing stakeholders’ understanding of planning for higher levels of renewable energy. 
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For energy planners:
• Estimate technical renewable
 energy potential 
• Support renewable energy target 
 setting and scenario planning

For governments: 
• Develop energy sector and climate 
 change strategic plans
• Analyze policy questions including 
 energy access, rural electrification, 
 and energy security

RE Planning and Analysis

For project developers:
• Support project feasibility 
 studies 
• Conduct site selection for 
 utility-scale solar, wind, and 
 other RE technologies

•   No-cost, web-based 
 decision-making tool
•   GIS visualization and  
 downloadable dataset

•   Software for integrated 
resource planning and 
climate change mitigation 
assessment 

•   Nearly 190 countries 
worldwide use this tool

•   Targeted quantitative
     geospatial analysis 

functionality
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Building Capacity to Plan for Increased Renewable Energy

Power generation planning assessments identify capacity building needs in order to incorporate higher RE 
targets into planning processes. 
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Evaluate readiness to plan for 
generation and transmission 

requirements to integrate higher 
levels of renewable energy

Recommend and develop capacity 
building programs to encourage 

sustainable energy planning
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Technical potential

Technical potential 
and levelized costs

Technical potential 
and RE zones

Technical potential 
and grid integration 
studies

RE targets 
revised
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Conduct grid 
integration studies 
in Thailand and/or 
Vietnam

RE zone 
designated/
established in at 
least one country

Improved 
understanding of
RE Data Explorer 
and how to use
tools for
RE planning 
(Cambodia, Lao 
PDR)

Introduce 
approaches for 
analyzing higher
RE levels,
RE zones, and 
planning for grid 
integration

Assess how countries set RE targets 
and develop power development plans, 

including data, tools, processes, and 
resources used


