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USAID EASTERN AND SOUTHERN 
CARIBBEAN REGIONAL CLIMATE SYMPOSIUM  
Session II. Climate Change: Current Impacts and Future Projections                
June 16, 2021, 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. EDT 

 

BACKGROUND 
The Eastern and Southern Caribbean region has a long history of being significantly impacted by natural 
disasters. This includes hurricanes, flooding, drought, and landslides. Increased variability of climatic 
conditions resulting from climate change has caused more frequent and intense weather events, less 
defined wet and dry seasons, periods of heavy rainfall and drought, increased ambient atmospheric and 
sea surface temperatures, rising sea levels as well as coastal and coral reef erosion. Caribbean nations 
are highly sensitive to these changes due to their small geographic size, low coastal elevations, fragile 
landscapes, and economies that rely heavily on tourism. Recent cases of extreme hurricanes in the 
region including Maria, Irma, and Dorian bear testimony to the result of the changes taking place. 

This session will examine how science and technology can be used to understand the human costs of 
climate change (e.g., loss of life and illness, displacement, and GDP loss), and how these tools can be 
used to help people better prepare for, recover from, and adapt to climate impacts. It will feature 
climate science specialists from the Caribbean Institute for Meteorology and Hydrology, the Caribbean 
Community Climate Change Center and the University of the West Indies. PH
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SESSION OBJECTIVES 
• Increase awareness of interactions between climate change and people’s realities; connect 

science to that reality 
• Increase understanding of climate change drivers, impacts, and trends in the region  

PROGRAM 

Welcome 
 

Climate models/projections & regional 
contributions to the IPCC  

Dr. Michael Taylor, Lecturer at the University of 
the West Indies 

Climate-related hazards in the OECS region: 
trends, projections, and early warning  

Dr. Cédric Van Meerbeeck, Climatologist at the 
Caribbean Institute for Meteorology and Hydrology 

Sectoral climate impacts and responses Dr. Mark Bynoe, Assistant Executive Director at 
the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre 

Q+A 
 

 

Moderator: Dr. Janice Cumberbatch, Lecturer at the University of the West Indies 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE USAID EASTERN AND SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN REGIONAL CLIMATE SYMPOSIUM 

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Eastern and Southern Caribbean 
Mission (ESC) is pleased to host an eight-session climate change symposium from June 16 to June 
30. This virtual symposium focuses on renewing and strengthening existing regional partnerships by 
encouraging dialogue about climate change as well as the sharing of information and opportunities. 

Throughout the symposium, high-level speakers from USAID/ESC and its partners will discuss the 
ecological and human dimensions of climate change, contextualize the Eastern and Southern Caribbean 
region’s response, and seek solutions to address impacts. 


