
 
USAID Eastern and Southern Caribbean Regional Climate Symposium 

Session I: Opening Ceremony 
June 16th, 2021, 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. EDT 

Post-session Summary 

Background 
The United States Agency for International Development/ Eastern and Southern Caribbean 
Mission (USAID/ESC) regional climate symposium began with a virtual Opening Ceremony on 
Wednesday, June 16, 2021.  The event was moderated by Nikki Hassell from USAID/ESC and 
featured remarks from Ms. Barbara Feinstein, Acting Senior Deputy Assistant Administrator with 
the USAID Bureau for Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC), Dr. Colin Young from the 
Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre (CCCCC), Ambassador Irwin LaRocque, 
Secretary-General of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), and Ambassador Sarah-Ann 
Lynch, from the U.S Embassy in Guyana. In their remarks, they highlighted the importance of 
national responses in combating climate change impacts, including work being implemented 
through strong partnerships, setting the framework for the symposium. 

The event then transitioned to the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between 
representatives from regional organizations and USAID. Signatories included Mr. Clinton White, 
Regional Representative, USAID/ESC, Dr. Colin Young from CCCCC, Dr. David Farrell from the 
Caribbean Institute for Meteorology and Hydrology, and Ms. Elizabeth Riley, from the Caribbean 
Disaster Emergency Management Agency.  The MOU reaffirmed the long-standing partnership 
between USAID and leading climate change entities. It further recognized the urgent need for 
climate action in the Caribbean region.   

Highlights 
Representatives shared remarks around the many threats and challenges climate change and 
other extreme weather events have brought to the region. Ms. Barbara Feinstein from 
USAID/LAC recalled the record-breaking hurricanes in 2017 that devastated homes, 
infrastructure, and vegetation, particularly in Dominica, Puerto Rico, and Antigua and Barbuda. 
She urged that “We cannot address pressing climate change issues alone, we must marshal our 
collective wisdom, resources and efforts together and ensure the most vulnerable including 
farmers, fisherfolk and marginalized groups are protected and benefit from our action.” 

Dr. Colin Young from CCCCC, commented that the region's presence “in the figurative and 
literal eye of the storm” makes the region painfully aware and dependent on limiting global 
temperature 1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels. He called for an increase in climate adaptation 
finance for Caribbean nations going into COP 26 and highlighted how USAID support can 
contribute to enhancing provision of climate services for drought, energy, water resources, 
health, disaster risk reduction and agriculture.  



 

Ambassador Irwin LaRocque, CARICOM Secretariat, further elaborated that adaptation and 
resilience remains a priority for the region and ambitious finance is needed, noting “For every 
dollar spent on building resilience, savings can be as much as $7 in damage and reconstruction 
costs after a disaster.” He highlighted the success of past partnerships between USAID and 
regional organizations in building climate capacity in the region including through the Climate 
Change Adaptation Program. 

“[This MoU will] strengthen the current institutional ties between them, as a basis for 
collaborating in the delivery of services to Member States of CARICOM located in the Eastern 
and Southern Caribbean, as the Caribbean region seeks to protect its human and natural assets 
and build resilience to the impact of climate change. It’s these kinds of agreements that will 
bring us all closer to achieving our climate goals,” commented Ambassador Lynch. 

The ceremony included a poetry performance from spoken word poet Deneka Thomas from 
Trinidad and Tobago. The poem echoed the impacts of climate change in the region highlighted 
by the speakers and called for the urgent need to act through collaboration. “This is how we 
overcome…. through embracing the storms like the fearless assembly of change makers we 
are, through sticking to the commitments made.” 

The symposium will continue over a three-week period in June. The events will share 
information and best practices, as well as identify challenges and opportunities in the region to 
strengthen climate resilience. The recording of the session is available here and the final 
symposium report will be available shortly after the Symposium 2021. 

Image: Signatories and witnesses hold signed MOU during the virtual Opening Ceremony on  
June 16th (from top right to left: Mr. Clinton White, Ambassador Irwin LaRocque, Ms. Elizabeth Riley, 
Ambassador Sarah-Ann Lynch, Dr. David Farrell, Dr. Colin Young).  

https://www.climatelinks.org/ESC-Regional-Climate-Symposium
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