
USAID Eastern and Southern Caribbean Regional Climate Symposium 

Session VI: Youth Impact and Engagement on Climate Change  
June 24th, 2021, 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. EDT  

Post-session Summary 

Background 

The sixth session of the United States Agency for International Development Eastern and Southern 

Caribbean Mission (USAID/ESC) regional climate symposium took place on Thursday, June 24th. The 

session was moderated by Leisa Perch from SAEDI Consulting and included speakers Jhannel Tomlinson 

from the Caribbean Youth Environment Network (CYEN) in Jamaica, Jevanic Henry from CYEN in Saint 

Lucia, and Vaughn-Xavier Jameer from Student Energy. Climate youth panelists shared success stories of 

youth engagement in strengthening climate resilience.  They also discussed priority areas for action and 

ways to increase youth involvement in climate action. 

Highlights 

The session kicked off with a live poll of the audience, who was asked: “What are key priority areas in  

2021  for accelerating climate action, by governments as well as youth-led organizations? The top choice  

was “improved adaptation and mitigation planning processes at the national, sectoral and local levels” 

followed by “access to funding for youth-related climate initiatives.”  Jhannel Tomlinson  then opened 

the discussion recognizing the important role of youth in discussions about climate change as they are 

agents of change. Jhannel highlighted several successful youth-led initiatives in Jamaica and in Caribbean  

including the GirlsCARE Mentorship Programme  which brought mentorship opportunities to young 

women in the region. Vaughn-Xavier Jameer highlighted the way Student Energy  is engaging  youth, 

including by empowering and uniting youth to become change agents who can accelerate the transition 

in the region  to low-carbon energy. Additionally,  he noted Caribbean youth are involved for the first 

time in the UN Climate Change Conference of Youth (COY 16)—a global conference for  youth climate  

activists happening ahead of COP 26 in Glasgow, UK this year.  

Jevanic Henry  mentioned that youth in the region have grown in capacity through diverse engagement  

in the climate space, highlighting the 1.5  Stay Alive Campaign  from 2015 that galvanized climate action in  

the Caribbean. He posed a key question for youth to consider: “How do you measure success and what 

are key milestones within the youth engagement space?” He also gave a recent example of a significant 

milestone from St. Lucia, where youth played a critical role in the revision process  around the children  

and youth component of the country’s Nationally Determined Contribution.  

https://studentenergy.org/about/theory-of-change/
https://1point5.info/en/


Key takeaways: 

• It is important to relate climate change back to things that matter. For youth, that means making 

connections with the future, such as job prospects, and why they should want to have a say in 

climate issues. 

• Youth have shown a deep commitment in fighting the climate crisis and there are many 

movements happening in the Caribbean for youth to get involved in. 

• Jevanic mentioned the “Three B’s” in taking climate action forward: 

○ Breaking down language to get more people involved 

○ Bringing forth positive outcomes from climate action 

○ Bridging the gap between all stakeholders involved  
• Jhannel mentioned the “Three C’s”:   

○ Communication on climate change 

○ Collaboration between public, private sector and youth-led organizations 

○ Cohesion - use whatever asset available and individual strength to advocate for 

vulnerable groups 

Image: Panelists and speakers for the interactive session on Zoom pose for a photo. 



___________________________________________________________________________ 

To learn more about climate issues in the Caribbean region highlighted by speakers, check out the 

following resources: 

• Student Energy 

• GirlsCARE Mentorship Programme 

• 1.5 Stay Alive campaign - sign petition here 

The recording of the session and the final symposium report will be available on Climatelinks here.  

ABOUT THE USAID EASTERN AND SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN REGIONAL CLIMATE SYMPOSIUM 

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Eastern and Southern Caribbean Mission (ESC) 

hosted an eight-session climate change symposium from June 16 to June 30. This virtual symposium focused on 

renewing and strengthening existing regional partnerships by encouraging dialogue about climate change as well as 

the sharing of information and opportunities. 

Throughout the symposium, high-level speakers from USAID/ESC and its partners discussed the ecological and 

human dimensions of climate change, contextualized the Eastern and Southern Caribbean region’s response, and 

sought solutions to address impacts. 

https://studentenergy.org/
https://www.instagram.com/girlscareja/?utm_medium=copy_link
https://stayaliveandthrive.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdLTMksrhhe3MUy-7udGBsGI6SCV_ywSX834O8NpbetbLbUYw/viewform
https://www.climatelinks.org/ESC-Regional-Climate-Symposium

	USAID Eastern and Southern Caribbean Regional Climate Symposium
	Post-session Summary
	Background
	Highlights
	Key takeaways



