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Post-session Summary 

Background 

The third session of the United States Agency for International Development Eastern and Southern Caribbean 

Mission (USAID/ESC) regional climate symposium took place on Wednesday, June 23rd. It was moderated by 

Leisa Perch from SAEDI Consulting and featured opening remarks from Deputy Chief of Mission Joaquin 

Monserrate, United States Embassy for Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean. Speakers in the session included 

Dindial Ramrattan, from the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), Dr. Laura-Lee Boodram, Caribbean Public 

Health Agency (CARPHA), Dr. Jonathan Drewry from the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), David 

Knaute from UNICEF, and Isiuwa Iyahen from UN Women. The panelists discussed the social, health, and 

economic impacts of climate change in the region across various sectors, including the ways that COVID-19 has 

intersected with climate impacts. 

Highlights 

Dindial Ramrattan  highlighted the economic impacts the global financial crisis, COVID-19 and climate impacts  

have had on the Caribbean region, citing over $27 billion in loss and damage over the past few years. He also 

illustrated the relatively higher exposure of Caribbean Small Island Developing States (SIDs) compared to other  

SIDS and other States. Given the significant impact on tourism, he called  for diversification in investments 

including through innovation, to help minimize impacts and ensure the Caribbean region is less dependent on  

mono-cultural economies. Dr. Drewry  discussed the health impacts of climate change and approaches PAHO 

have taken to address these impacts. He emphasized the importance of ensuring that the health sector is 

engaged in climate discussions, including through planning,  and developing specific health adaptation plans as well 

as being included in countries' Nationally Determined Contributions. Dr. Laura-Lee Boodram shared key 

points from CARPHA’s recent Annual Research Conference  which focused on pandemics, climate change, and 

non-communicable diseases. She highlighted the multidimensional strategy developed by the OECS in response 

to outbreaks and disasters which addresses health, economic, education, social, and security issues.  

Isiuwa Iyahen from UN Women, spoke of the disproportionate ways in which women have been impacted by 

COVID-19 including greater exposure to job loss. Isiuwa also cited that woman did nearly three times as much 

unpaid care and domestic work than men globally prior to COVID-19—a figure that has increased since the 

http://conference.carpha.org/About-the-Conference


start of the pandemic and pointed out the many ways in which an increased care burden created specific 

challenges for Caribbean women. She called for strengthening of social protection systems to be more gender-

responsive and addressing structural barriers to women’s economic security.  David Knaute discussed the 

intersecting impacts that the climate crisis and the pandemic has had on children, citing that 32% of the child 

population live in poverty (compared with 20% of the adult population), prior to the pandemic, and more than 

80% of climate-related illnesses, injuries and deaths are found in children. He called for rights-based approaches 

to ensure frameworks are designed in a way to account for vulnerable groups and young people, also stressing 

the critical role of education for resilience and recovery. 

Key takeaways: 

● The intensive and extensive risk created by the pandemic disproportionately affected the most 

vulnerable groups including women, children, youth, migrants, nonbinary people, and people with 

disabilities. 

● It is important to diversify investments into other sectors, including through improving social indicators 

in order to reduce unemployment and reignite the economy. 

● Women and men’s progress are not mutually exclusive, and a cultural shift is needed in support of 

gender equality for greater resilience. 

● Within a social resilience framework, ensure that any guidelines or strategies are developed in a way 

that encourages health sector and disaster management organizations to involve various vulnerable 

populations. 

Image (top left to right): Dindial Ramrattan (CDB), Leisa Perch (SAEDI Consulting), Dr. Jonathan Drewry (PAHO), Dr. 

Laura-Lee Boodram (CARPHA), David Knaute (UNICEF), Isiuwa Iyahen (UN Women). 



___________________________________________________________________________ 

To learn more about climate issues in the Caribbean region highlighted by speakers, check out the following 

resources: 

● 65th Annual Health Research Conference: Pandemic, NCDs and Climate Change – The Caribbean’s 

Triple Threat 

● Report: Carribean Children Facing Climate Crisis 

The recording of the session and  the final symposium report will be available on Climatelinks here.  

ABOUT THE USAID EASTERN AND SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN REGIONAL CLIMATE SYMPOSIUM 

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Eastern and Southern Caribbean Mission (ESC) hosted 

an eight-session climate change symposium from June 16 to June 30. This virtual symposium focused on renewing and 

strengthening existing regional partnerships by encouraging dialogue about climate change as well as the sharing of 

information and opportunities. 

Throughout the symposium, high-level speakers from USAID/ESC and its partners discussed the ecological and human 

dimensions of climate change, contextualized the Eastern and Southern Caribbean region’s response, and sought solutions 

to address impacts. 

http://conference.carpha.org/About-the-Conference
https://www.unicef.org/easterncaribbean/reports/caribbean-children-facing-climate-crisis
https://www.climatelinks.org/ESC-Regional-Climate-Symposium
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