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Globally, tropical forest loss accounts for as much as a sixth of the human-caused 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions linked to climate change. This means reducing tropical 
deforestation has significant potential to curb global GHG emissions, in addition to 
supporting local livelihoods, biodiversity, and other ecosystem services. USAID is 
helping conserve tropical forests by helping countries engage in Reducing Emissions 
from Deforestation and Forest Degradation, or REDD+, a policy approach designed 
to curb deforestation and related GHG emissions. REDD+ policy frameworks are 
rapidly emerging, but for many countries, just preparing to participate is a challenge.

USAID support for countries working to slow, halt, or reverse deforestation is 
grounded in the U.S. REDD+ strategy and in USAID’s climate change and development 
strategy, which includes support for forests and other landscapes. Both strategies 
emphasize the importance of readiness, or building country capacity for REDD+.

USAID draws on decades of in-house experience in forestry and natural resource 
management and the expertise of the U.S. Forest Service and space agency NASA. 
USAID gives special priority to projects and programs with the potential to show that 
REDD+ can achieve cost-effective and sustainable net emissions reductions on the 
ground, while also generating economic benefits.

REDD+ READINESS
USAID supports a range of REDD+ readiness activities with partner countries. 
REDD+ readiness requires accurate and up-to-date information on forest resources, 
stored carbon, deforestation rates and associated emissions so countries can develop 
effective plans to reduce emissions. It also requires the capacity to access and use 
remote-sensing technologies and on-the-ground measurements to monitor forests 
over time. REDD+ readiness also requires the legal, institutional, and regulatory policies 
and frameworks needed to create economic incentives for forest protection. For many 
countries this means working with diverse stakeholders to determine how forest-reliant 
communities can maintain access to forest resources and derive incomes by pursuing 
suitable development opportunities that do not incentivize deforestation.

LOW EMISSION DEVELOPMENT AND REDD+
USAID is partnering with more than 20 countries to develop and implement Low 
Emission Development Strategies under the U.S. Enhancing Capacity for LEDS program 
(EC-LEDS). Mexico, Colombia, and Indonesia are among partners pursuing sustainable 
land-use activities within LEDS.

WHAT IS REDD+?

Reducing Emissions from Deforestation 
and Forest Degradation (REDD+) 
emerged from global climate talks 
as an approach for curbing tropical 
deforestation. REDD+ is working to 
create financial incentives for countries 
to curb emissions from deforestation.

Forest loss is the single largest source 
of GHG emissions for some developing 
countries, but reducing deforestation 
is not easy. It requires the technical 
and institutional capacity to measure 
deforestation and enforce laws and 
tenure rights in remote areas. It also 
requires the political will to build policy 
frameworks and economic incentives 
for sustainable forest management over 
the long term. All this must be balanced 
against other pressing economic needs.

REDD+ can also produce important 
co-benefits, such as supporting 
human livelihoods, biological diversity, 
and other environmental services. 
The ‘+’ stands for enhancing forest 
carbon stocks through conservation 
and sustainable management.

USAID dedicates much of its REDD+ 
assistance to helping countries build the 
capacities and policy environments they 
need to participate. In 2013, USAID 
expanded its sustainable landscapes 
work to include non-forest landscapes, 
in line with global discussions about 
possibly incorporating landscapes such as 
peatlands, wetlands, and agricultural lands.
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Colombia
USAID supports several innovative REDD+ initiatives in Colombia under EC-LEDS. 
Among these, the BioREDD+ program is working with 29 autonomous Afro-Colombian 
Councils and Indigenous Reserves in the Colombian Pacific, one of the most bio-diverse 
areas in the world. If all these projects reach maturity, they will benefit more than 60,000 
local people and conserve more than 1 million hectares—an area the size of Jamaica.

Indonesia
The Indonesian Forestry and Climate Support (IFACS) project aims to help Indonesia 
reach its goal to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by working with forest stakeholders 
to develop and incentivize low emission development strategies. IFACS works in 
eight landscapes covering 11 million hectares, an area larger than all of Taiwan, on the 
islands of Papua, Kalimantan, and Sumatra. The project aims to reduce or sequester 
6 million tons of emissions and bring 3 million hectares of natural tropical forest and 
peatland under improved management while providing 12,000 forest dependent 
beneficiaries with new opportunities and increased economic benefits. To date, IFACS 
has reduced an estimated 4 million tons of emissions and improved the management 
of approximately 1 million hectares of natural tropical forest and peatland.

Mexico
Under the EC-LEDS umbrella, Mexico’s five-year M-REDD program is working to build 
capacity for monitoring, reporting, and verification of forest emission reductions and to 
establish and strengthen policies and regulations to implement REDD+.

REGIONAL APPROACHES
Supporting REDD+ readiness regionally can improve information sharing among 
countries facing similar challenges and help address drivers of deforestation that cross 
borders. Drivers may include cross-boundary impacts that cause “leakage,” the term 
used when reducing deforestation in one location causes deforestation to emerge 
somewhere else. USAID supports several programs that promote regional approaches.

Central Africa’s CARPE
In Central Africa’s Congo Basin, USAID is working with multiple local partners and U.S. 
agencies to address the underlying drivers of deforestation within landscapes that cross 
national borders. The Central Africa Regional Program for the Environment (CARPE), is 
a long-term initiative addressing deforestation and biodiversity loss across nine African 
countries in the region. Under CARPE, USAID works with countries to support the 
development of satellite forest monitoring systems and the implementation of land-use 
management plans built on stakeholder participation and good governance. Improved 
mapping of land use across the Congo Basin is helping countries better understand the 
drivers of deforestation and better identify and address leakage.

Lowering Emissions in Asia’s Forests (LEAF)
Asia’s LEAF program is working in six countries—Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia, Papua 
New Guinea, Thailand, and Vietnam—to generate significant and sustained GHG 
emission reductions through forestry and land-use conservation. LEAF supports 
innovations in sustainable land management and promotes region-wide sharing of 
lessons and best practices in forest carbon measuring and monitoring. Sustainable land 
use for climate change mitigation is a priority for all six LEAF countries. LEAF is also a 
vehicle for integrating gender considerations into regional REDD+ activities. A USAID 
commissioned study, Getting REDD+ Right for Women, kicked off this regional effort with 
an overview and analysis of how REDD+ projects in Asia address gender. LEAF has a 
dedicated advisor who is ensuring gender is mainstreamed into LEAF activities across 
the region and sharing lessons learned with the global REDD+ community.

TROPICAL FOREST 
ALLIANCE 2020

The Tropical Forest Alliance 2020 
(TFA 2020) is a public-private 
alliance launched in 2012 by the U.S. 
Government and the Consumer 
Goods Forum, a network of more 
than 400 global companies with 
over $3 trillion in annual sales.

TFA 2020 partners are committed 
to taking action to reduce tropical 
deforestation tied to production 
of global commodities like palm oil, 
soy, beef, and pulp and paper —all 
major global drivers of tropical 
deforestation. TFA 2020 partners include 
developing country and industrialized 
country governments, businesses, 
and civil society organizations.

USAID contributions to TFA 2020 
include support for a new Global Forest 
Watch 2.0 tool, which will use satellite 
monitoring, tree cover loss alert systems, 
integrated maps with information on 
current land use and major concessions, 
and mobile technology to provide near 
real-time monitoring of tropical forests. 
GFW 2.0 is being developed by WRI, 
and USAID will work with partner 
countries to ensure they have the 
capacity to access and use the tool.

www.tfa2020.com


